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Terrence Barnaby leans forward with the air of someone about to impart something cheekily 

confidential and says, ‘Travel writing is comparative to a J. K. Rowling novel: wonderful to 

read, but the work behind it is a bitch.’ 

 

I meet the guy with the travel bug and his wife, travel companion and photographer Bella, 

one warm sunny morning in Sydney after their recent jaunt to Spain. Spain, Barnaby says, 

was coincidentally the first place he ever traveled to when starting out as a travel writer. 

‘Spain holds a special place in my heart,’ Barnaby says fondly. ‘Exploring it fresh out of uni 

for my first writing gig was such a daunting thing at the time, yet the people there were so 

friendly and welcoming that when my time was up, I didn’t want to leave.’ 

Figure	  1:	  Toledo	  Skyline,	  Spain 



	   2	  

	  
After graduation with a Bachelor in Journalism from Griffith University, Barnaby’s work 

also guided him to Italy, France, Bali and many other popular tourist attractions. He became 

known for his vibrant, discerning outlook on each place he visited, shedding fresh light on the 

historical backgrounds and differentiating cultures. 

 
Following three years of freelance work for travel companies like Flight Centre, Barnaby met 

Bella on a trip to Auckland, New Zealand, where she was photographing for Let’s Travel 

magazine. This eventuated in the duos’ collaborating their work and launching their own 

blog, Life on a Plane. 

 

Barnaby’s palpable passion for travel writing overshadows the less glamorous side of his 

chosen career, which even he is ready to admit. ‘I’m very lucky in the sense that I am able to 

do what I love while in the company of my amazing wife,’ he says. ‘Without Bella, travel 

writing would be a lonely experience, as I found at the beginning of my documented travels. 

The truth is, it can be quite exhausting and the work doesn’t leave much room for 

socializing.’ 

 

It can also be difficult to avoid writing stereotypical reviews on cities which have been 

explored thousands of times over by many people with such comparatively varied 

experiences. To quote Phil Voysey – one of the founding directors of Cultural ConneXions at 

UWS and Masters graduate in Journalism and Creative Writing at UTS – in his paper “The 

Role of the Travel Writer” (IIPT, March 2006), ‘The best quality travel writing, regardless of 

the cultural background of the writer, has the potential to transform readers’ perceptions.’ 
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Barnaby agrees with this statement. ‘That is one of the best things about my job – being able 

to impact on the way my audience views what I myself have seen, the places I have been, the 

diversity of cultures I have the opportunity of meeting with. It’s incredible.’ 

 

On the drawbacks of travel writing Barnaby concedes, ‘While I was working freelance 

writing content for some traveling companies looking to advertise certain places, I found my 

writing to be less authentic, which was something I disliked. Now, thankfully I am free to 

recommend the places I truly admire.’ 

 

When I ask about the Barnaby’s 

travels together, Bella speaks with 

jet lagged yet smiling enthusiasm 

of their latest Spanish escapades: 

‘All the life is in the nightlife — 

we arrived in the afternoon and 

the streets were practically empty. 

Several hours later, the place began to emerge from slumber and by 11pm the place was 

jumping with an energetic zest I’ve never seen anywhere else.’ 

Terrence exclaims warmly, ‘It’s fantastic to be back in home territory though! Although I 

love Spain, there’s only so many siestas I can take before I’ve had enough.’ 

 

Figure	  2:	  A	  tapas	  bar	  in	  San	  Sebastian 



	   4	  

Describing some of his other 

favourite places around the 

world, Barnaby tells me of the 

hushed beauty of the Sistine 

Chapel, comparing 

Michelangelo’s majestic 

ceiling to an intricate display 

of still-life photographs 

meshed together. 

 

He also commends the city of 

Varanasi, India, saying ‘It is one 

of the oldest inhabited cities in 

the world with beautiful temples 

centuries old dotted along the 

River Ganges, where pilgrims 

are to be found devoting 

themselves to their gods.’ 

 

However, of all the most terribly beautiful places in the world, nothing quite compares to 

home for Terrence Barnaby. ‘I’m grateful for the time I’m able to spend here in Sydney with 

my family and friends. There’s no place like home. With not much currently in the works I’m 

hoping to take some time off before wherever my next adventure leads me. But I’ll never get 

enough of traveling.’ 

Figure	  3:	  Michelangelo's	  ceiling	  in	  the	  Sistine	  Chapel 

Figure	  4:	  Varanasi,	  India 


